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Audience

� Any Dialysis Event module user with analysis rights



Creating Reports

� Experiment with the analysis 
function – you can’t break 
anything!



Allow Pop-Ups from http://*.cdc.gov



CREATE A REPORT IN 3 STEPS



Create a Report in Three Steps

1. Generate new data sets

2. Select the report (“output option”) from the list of 
templates
� Modify the report, if desired� Modify the report, if desired

3. Press “Run” button to create the report

You can create a report with just a few clicks!



Step 1 - Generate Data Sets

� First step: generate new data sets

� Generating data sets captures all of your facility’ s 
NHSN data so that reports will be created using 
complete, up-to-date information

� Each user has their own analysis data sets

� They may take several minutes to generate, but you 
can work elsewhere in NHSN while you wait



Step 1 - Generate Data Sets

� From the navigation bar, select ‘Analysis’, then 
‘Generate Data Sets’ 

� Select ‘Generate New’



Step 1 - Generate Data Sets

� Click ‘OK’ to replace existing 
data sets

� Wait for update



Step 2 – Select a 
Template Report

� Once data sets are 
generated, select  
‘Output Options’ from 
the navigation bar

� Open folders to find 
dialysis event templates
1. ‘Device-Associated 

Module’ folder
2. ‘Dialysis Events’ folder
3. ‘CDC Defined Output’ 

folder



Template Reports 
Options for Dialysis

� 24 reports, 6 types
� Line Listing
� Frequency Table
� Rate Table
� Run Chart� Run Chart
� Pie Chart
� Bar Chart

� ‘Run’ as-is or ‘Modify’
� recommended 

“(old)” options are for data 
reported before June 2011



Other Reports

� The ‘Advanced’ output options folder has more 
template report options to choose from
� E.g., positive blood culture pathogens, dialysis survey



Report Type Descriptions of Interest

� Line Listing: a simple, organized list of related 
information arranged by row (line)

� Run Chart: a chart that shows whether the average � Run Chart: a chart that shows whether the average 
of a rate changes over time

� Rate Table: A table where each line is a summary of  
related observations and includes rates calculated 
from the data



Step 3 – ‘Run’ a Template Report

� Press “Run” button next to the report you want



Step 3 – ‘Run’ a Template Report

� Report will open in a separate window



2 SIMPLE REPORT MODIFICATIONS



Modifying Reports - Optional

� Two simple, useful modifications
� Using variable labels to better describe the data 
� Filtering data by date

� Click the ‘Modify’ button next to the template you’ d 
like to change



Modify Screen

� Two simple, useful 
features to try:
1. Use Variable Labels
2. Filter by date2. Filter by date

� Scroll down and 
press ‘Run’



Check ‘Use Variable Labels’ Box

A report without 
variable labels

A report with 
variable labels



Filter by Date

� Filter by time period
� Several date variables to choose from
� Try “eventDate” for a report that includes all dialysis events during 

a specific time interval



Filter by Date

� Filter by “eventDate”
� Use MM/DD/YYYY date format

� In the example below, the report will include all 
dialysis events reported between October 1, 2011 
and October 31, 2011

� Can leave either ‘Beginning’ or ‘Ending’ blank



‘Run’ the Report

� When modifications are complete, click the ‘Run’ 
button at the bottom of the modify screen



Act on the Data

� Get the most benefit by acting on the data

� Recognize areas for improvement
� Suggestion: look at your rates for BSI, do any vascular access 

types have higher rates than others?
� Set measurable goals

� Provide feedback to frontline staff
� Inspire staff engagement in preventing dialysis events

� Continue NHSN surveillance, monitor for changes in 
performance



Summary

� Experiment with analysis

� Three steps to create reports:
1. Generate new data sets
2. Select report template

• Modify report by using variable labels (optional)
• Modify report by filtering by date (optional)

3. ‘Run’ the report

� Act on the information to get the most benefit



Questions?

Contact the Helpdesk:  nhsn@cdc.gov 

For more information please contact Centers for Dis ease Control and 
Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

Contact the Helpdesk:  nhsn@cdc.gov 


